
 
 

January 17, 2010 
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

      MASS INTENTIONS 

      FOR THE WEEK 
 
Saturday            January 16, 2010 
5:00PM               Louis Abbattista 
  By Daughter-in-law, Leah Abbattista 
  John Merritt 
  By Tom and Pat Tamburello 
Sunday              January 17, 2010   
8:00 AM             Louis Crocett 
  Joseph Musielski 
              By Flora and William Luebkemann 
9:30 AM Valentine Speyerer 
  By Ceal and Wayne Freeman 
  Peg O’Reilly 
  By The O’Reilly Family 
11:00AM Michael Fino 
  By Deacon Frank and Theresa Giglio 
  Anna Caputo 
  By Lois Beck 
Monday             January 18, 2010 
8:00AM              Ira Berringer 
  By Diane Johnson 
Tuesday            January 19, 2010 
8:00AM              Healing Mass 
              Glenn Wallace, Jr. 
  By The Rectory Staff 
Wednesday       January 20, 2010 
8:00AM              William Uminski 
  By Suzanne Dominick 
Thursday           January 21, 2010 
8:00AM   For the Parish Family 
                           of St. Isaac Jogues 
Friday                January 22, 2010 
8:00AM              Para-Liturgy 
  Healing Mass 
  Dolores & Robert Byrnes 
  By Deacon Frank & Theresa Giglio 
Saturday            January 23, 2010 
5:00PM              Ronald Konieczny 
  By Jerry and Lynn Wixted & Family 
  James Tighe 
  By Edith Tomassone 
Sunday              January 24, 2010    
8:00 AM              5th Year Anniversary 
  Joseph Musielski 
  By Wife, Janet 
  Louis & Erminia Molino 
  By Tom and Pat Tamburello 
9:30AM  Alice Rowley 
  By Deacon Frank and Theresa Giglio 
  Lillian Zarnoch 
  By Shirland and John Daglian 
11:00PM Patricia Gauthier 
  By Larry and Phyllis  
  Richard Shields 
  By The Nicolaci Family 
  

Liturgy Corner… 
 

HIS WORD TODAY    
by Rev. William J. Reilly 
 
“There are different gifts but the same Spirit; there are 
different ministries but the same Lord; there are different 
works but the same God who accomplishes all of them in 
everyone. To each person the manifestation of the Spirit 
is given for the common good.” 
 
As members of a vibrant church community it is easy to 
recognize the giftedness of so many people. Our worship 
comes alive through the commitment of readers, 
musicians. Our education efforts for adults and children reflect 
the firm faith of others, ready to transmit what they believe.  
The outreach to those in need continues to be an expression 
of Christ’s love for others, through the pantry or hospital 
visits. The person who welcomed you at the door of the 
Church made you feel welcome.. 
 
May we pause for a moment and look around. What still 
needs to be accomplished to build His kingdom here? Maybe 
it's something that has never been tried before, but it can 
answer a great need. Do I know where someone can get a 
job?  Is there someone who needs a visit and a prayer?  Is a 
visit to a terminally ill person possible, so a caregiver can 
have a respite or get to the store? 
 
May I pause for a moment and look inside. Quietly look at 
your hands. What gift do I see I have that can touch the life of 
someone else. Pope Benedict certainly spoke about our 
ability to serve the common good. Maybe my gift is the only 
thing someone needs to change his or her life. Use it. 
 
As an example, look at what happened at Cana. Mary’s last 
words in the bible, ‘do whatever he tells you,’ certainly helped 
the new family and strengthened the belief of others. 
 
                       LOW GLUTEN HOSTS                          
Parishioners who want to receive Low Gluten Hosts are 
asked to make this fact known to the deacon and/or presiding 
priest at least 15 minutes before the Mass that you are 
attending begins. This will enable the priest to consecrate the 
host during the Liturgy of the Eucharist.  
 

 
Two weeks ago we welcomed Deacon Manny and his 

lovely wife Florence back to the St. Isaac Jogues 
Family. However, because of the snowy weather we 

were having at the time, many missed the 
announcement. So again we welcome you and we are 

truly happy to have you back. 
 

CONTACT THE TRUSTEES 
Do you have a question that you would like answered or a comment 
that you would like to share with one of the trustees of the Parish? 
You can now email them directly with your questions and 
comments at Trustees@stisaacjogues.org. 
ALL COMMUNICATION BETWEEN YOU AND THE 
TRUSTEES WILL REMAIN CONFIDENTIAL 



 
 

 EVANGELIZATION MINISTRY 
 

The Conversion of the Apostle, St. Paul,  
January 25th 

 
 St. Paul was born in Tarsus in the Roman province of 
Cilicia. Originally his name was Saul, and he was a Jew of the 
Tribe of Benjamin. However, he also possessed Roman 
citizenship. Saul was raised as a Pharisee, and he studied Latin 
and Greek.   
 At some time, he was sent to Jerusalem and studied at 
the feet of Gamaliel the famed rabbi (Acts 22:3). With this 
excellent education and scriptural knowledge, he is considered 
the most erudite and learned figure in the early Church.  
 Saul first encountered the faith several years after the 
crucifixion of Jesus by which time the Church had been 
established in the Holy City.  Paul was an enemy of creed and 
present at the martyrdom of  St. Stephen in the year 36. Saul 
consented to Stephen's death and held the clothes of those who 
stoned Stephen to death (Acts 7:58-8:1)  
 One day on a journey to Damascus to arrest Christians, 
Saul received his famed conversion through the theological 
encounter with the light. He then understood that Jesus whom 
those he persecuted worshipped was God. Blinded  by the light,. 
Saul was taken to Damascus where he was baptized by Aranias 
through the imposition of hands. Then he accepted the spiritual 
and intellectual challenge offered to him by God who restored 
his sight. Later, he changed his name to Paul. Paul spent many 
years in Arabia in prayer and meditation, after which he returned 
to Damascus and began preaching the faith. Paul met St. Peter in 
Jerusalem where he spoke boldly in the name of the Lord, and 
then he went to Caesarea and Cilicia (Acts 9:30). Several years 
later, about the year 45, Paul, Barnabas and Mark set out on the 
first of three missionary journeys. Later Mark left, and Paul 
assumed leadership. Paul preached and founded Christian 
communities  everywhere he went. He preached initially in the 
Synagogues but devoted most of his effort to converting the 
Gentiles who were greatly receptive to his words.  
 St. Paul, who was once a persecutor of Christians, after 
his conversion, played a colossal role in the formation of 
Christian theology. 
His letters cover approximately one-third of the New Testament 
and are generally the second reading at most Masses. His 
theology encompasses  issues such  as faith, grace, the Holy 
Spirit, predestination. free will, the Eucharist, and baptism.  
 
Theresa M. Giglio 
Evangelization Ministry    

 
 
 

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY 
O God of Mercy, we beg You now to protect in a special 
way those who are fighting for us and for the country 
we love. Bless them and take care of them. If they are 
tired, give them strength. If they are wounded and 
suffering, give them comfort. If they are lonely, touch 
them with Your gentle hand and let them know that You 
are near them. Grant them strength, wisdom and help 
through Your power and Your limitless love. Amen.   

Pray for the Sick 
 
 
 

Lord Jesus, Who went about doing good and healing all, we ask You to 
bless Your children who are sick. Give them the strength in body, courage 

in spirit, and patience in pain. Let them recover their health, so that, 
restored to our faith community, they may joyfully praise Your Name, for 

You live and reign forever and ever. Amen. 
 

John Paul Aimone, Harrison Clarke Alexander, James Allwine, Ricky Ark Angella,  
Herb Bachmann, Cole Joseph Baker, Edward Barrett, Anthony Basile, Georgina 
Bearinger, Aldona Betz, Steven Bijani,  Julie Black, Suzanne Bock, Rita Bonnanno,   
Michael Borden, Chuck Brendley, Betty Bridgham, Mike Broderick, Marian Bruno, 
Dolores Byrnes, Robert Byrnes, Donna Callahan, Jennie Campanaro, Thelma 
Campbell,  Francine Cantermen, Mario Carpino, Flo Carr, Shirley Caruso, Catherine 
Caseber, Rose Castagna, Donna Chiarulli, Thomas Clifford, Arthur Cloutier, 
Margherita Colella, Lorraine Colletti, Nitalia Conti, Bruno Cortese, Joseph and Alma 
Crimmins, Maureen Crowthers, Michael Cunningham, Brooke Cyzewski,  Dolores 
Dailey, Lenora Danver, Al Davis, Daniel DeCarlo, Emily DeCarlo, Vincent DeCarlo, 
John Elmer, Thomas DeFalcon, Pat DeRosa, Catherine DeSessa,  Sofia, Adam and 
Luke Deeney, Giacomo DiLisi, Maria DiRocco, Grace DiToro, Nick Doize,  Carmen 
Donato, Bud Dougherty, Carmella Dougherty, Anna Dowidowicz, Bob & Carol 
Dutcher, Kathleen Elko, Leo Fleisch, Colin Foley, Jacklyn Joelle Gaffney, David and 
Andrea Gaines,  Ed Galm, Eleanor Gelzinis, Ernest Gerules, Christina Ghicondey, 
Theresa Giglio, Douglas Gilbride, Michael Giordano, , Nicholas Grasso, Mary Jane 
Griffin, Nina Gron, Peggy  Guest, Adie Guida Lois Guretse, Liz Hafner, John Haines, 
Nina Haines, Jack Harlacher, JoAnne Harmon, Theresa Harrell, Teri Heintz, Kenneth 
Henderson, Eileen Herdje,  Donna and Ray Hetherton, Richard Henry, Sandra 
Hermandez, Mary Jo Hodgen, Cindy Hogman, Hailey Hunt, Zoe Hunter, Charles 
Huntsinger, Daniel Ioffreda, Carrie Jordan, Amanda Kachmarsky, Frank Kay, Weston 
Keegan, Edward Kelly, Sharon Keys, Richard Komar, McKenna Kyler, Joseph 
Labenz, Katherine Labenz, Jake Ryan Lambert, Kara Lebbeda, Christopher Leone, 
Linda Lesser, James Levesque, Lindsey, Albert Lorent, Dorothy Lyons, Francis 
MacCory, Alyssa Mahon, Myra Malamut, Francine Mallie, Frances Manghan, Lydia 
Marrero, Sandy Marusch, Tom Masterson, Stephen Mauriello, Rita Mayo, Anthony 
McDonald, Mary McNally, Ashley McNellis, Saverio Mecca, Kathy Merritt, John 
Monohan, Shannon Moraghan Diana Moreland, Joan Myers, Crosby Nathaniel, Lisa 
Newman,  Bob Nutter, Kathy O’Bierne, Anna Pacella, Nancy Panepinto, Jessica 
Pasquarella, Raymond Penn, Nicole, Jamie Piotrowicz, Sr., Margaret Potre, Laurie 
Pracher, Regina Preto, Anthony Pultrone, David Quinn, Mary Jane Rahill,  Sharon 
Raguz, Mary Raniszewski, Kathy Riecke, Todd Richards, Claire Roberts, Mary 
Robertson, William Robertson, Jr., Stephen Roman, Joe Ramos, Elyse Rosati, 
Joseph Ross, Isaac Roy, Joanne Rummerfield, Lawrence Russell, Jane Ryan, 
Joseph Rybarczyk, Julie Rybczymski, Herb Saltz, Stephen Schweitzer, Dolores 
Seiberlich,  Bill Semales, Ryan Sherry, Fran Shinn, Michael Shorter, Joanna Sieven, 
Madeline Rose Silk, Patrick Simone, Dot Smith, Gail Soares, Michael Stancati, Ines 
Sparacio, Beth Stauch, Gary Stevenson, Lisa Stochak, Ann Stockett, Veronica 
Thompson, Alice Tierney, Rosemary Tricarico, Faythe Uminski, Ed Vieira, Maryann 
Walker, Glenn Wallace, Jr., Jimmy Walsh, Ann Louise Weigold, Delmar Welsey, 
Mark Weikert, Mikayla Weikert, Helen Weisman, Kaitlyn Whitholme, Kathleen 
Worthington, Lauren Warchol, Dorothy Yerkes,  Brenda Zucchi.  Please call the 
Rectory at 797-0999 to retain or remove a person’s name.  Thank you.  
 

Year of the Priest 2009 
Dear Lord, 

we pray that the Blessed Mother 
wrap her mantle around your priests 
and through her intercession 
strengthen them for their ministry. 

We pray that Mary will guide your priests 
to follow her own words, 
“Do whatever He tells you” (Jn 2:5). 

May your priests have the heart of St. Joseph, 
Mary’s most chaste spouse. 

May the Blessed Mother’s own pierced heart 
inspire them to embrace 
all who suffer at the foot of the cross. 

May your priests be holy, 
filled with the fire of your love 
seeking nothing but your greater glory 
and the salvation of souls. Amen.        



 
 

                      SOCIETY OF  
                 ST. VINCENT de PAUL 

 

    Next weekend (January 23-24) we will be 
  handing out paper bags after   all Masses in 
preparation for our fifth Sunday food drive on January 30-31.  
Children in the parish are welcome to help us with the bag 
distribution.  If your child is interested, please call the help 
line at 856-797-7352 and leave your name and number. 
 The food we collect will be taken to the SVdP pantry 
in Medford and the SVdP pantry at Sacred Heart Church in 
Mount Holly.  We also use some of the food to stock our 
pantry shelves.  We take these items with us on home visits 
to families in need.  We accept non-perishable food, paper 
products and detergent at any time.  You may leave these 
things in the gathering space.  Children in the parish are 
invited to conduct neighborhood food drives.  You may call the 
help line for information.  
  

 “We are not channels, we are instruments.  Channels 
give nothing of their own, they just let water run through 
them.  In our action, we are instruments in God’s hand and He 
writes beautifully.” – Mother Teresa 
 
 

SCOUT SUNDAY 
February 7 2010 

We cordially invite all children and young adults who are members 
of the scouts, along with their leaders, families and friends to attend 
the 9:30 a.m. Mass on Sunday, February 7th in celebration of Scout 
Sunday. Did you know this year marks the 100th anniversary of the 
Boy Scouts of America!  Come and show your Scout Pride and wear 
your uniform.  
 

*St. Isaac Jogues Parish is the charter organization for Cub Pack 
100, Boy Scout Troop 100 and Venture Crew 100.   
 
 

             37th Annual  
         MARCH for LIFE 
      WASHINGTON, DC!    
 
You are invited to join the Respect Life Ministries of St. Mary of the 
Lakes, St. Joan of Arc, Holy Eucharist and St. Isaac Jogues in 
Washington DC for the Annual March for Life.    Participating in the 
March for Life is an opportunity to be advocates for those who 
cannot speak for themselves and to help our government 
understand why we believe life is so sacred.  
 

Be a voice for those in our world  
who have no voice of their own.   

 

When:  Friday, January 22, 2010 
Where:  The bus will leave St. Mary of the Lakes Church after the 
7:15 AM Mass.   Be at the church by 7:45 at the latest. 
Cost:   $25 for adults and $15 for children 12 and under.  The cost 
includes dinner and metro tickets.    If the cost is too high for you, 
please don’t let that stop you.   A few people have given extra in 
order to help those who have a financial need.    
  
If you would like to join us, please contact Effie Murphy at 609-654-
8208 x 117 or at emurphy@smlparish.org. 

Monday, January 18th 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rectory Closed 
The Rectory Office will reopen on 

 Tuesday at 9:00AM. 
 
 

JOYFUL MEN IN JESUS 
              MEN’S PRAYER GROUP 
 
When :  Wednesday January 20, 2010 

    Time:  7:00 p.m. –  9 p.m. 
    Where: St. Isaac Jogues, Parlor 
    Who: Men 18 and older 
    Reading: I am the Vine, You are the Branches - John 15 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
BLESSED KATERI COUNCIL 

#12229 
             GRAND KNIGHT, MICHAEL A. ROCCO  
            856-983-8034 
 
The Knight of the Month for December is Joseph Derillo for 
his time and volunteer efforts during the Advent Season. 
 

The Knights will be having a membership blitz to attract new 
members before and after all Masses the weekend of January 
30th. 
 

Annual Knights Mass for the deceased will be Sunday, March 
14th at 11:00am; followed by a brunch in the new social hall. 
 

 K of C Fundraiser 
 
 
 

 
 

The Knights of Columbus is sponsoring their 
annual fundraiser featuring the sale of Joe 
Corbi Pizza, Calzone, Cheese Steaks, and 
assorted Cookie dough.  Orders will be taken 
after all masses the weekends of 16-17 
January and 23-24 January.  Orders will be 
available for pickup in the gathering space 
on Wednesday 3 February between 4PM and 7PM.  
Proceeds benefit parish and community 
functions and charities.  Thank you in 
advance for your patronage. 



 
 

ST. ISAAC JOGUES CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
                     
  THE WEEK AT A GLANCE    
                                       
           
    Monday, January 18th 

Martin Luther King Day 
8:00 AM           Mass   Chapel 
9:00  AM          Rectory Closed  
10:00 AM         Altar Society  WR 
7:00PM             PRFO   WR 
7:30  PM          SVdP  Parlor 
 
                          Tuesday, January 19th 
8:00  AM          Mass  Chapel 
11:00  AM        Prayer Ministry  Parlor/Chapel 
 
                          Wednesday, January 20th 
8:00  AM          Mass  Chapel 
11:00  AM        Bereavement  Parlor 
6:30  PM           SDW Practice 
7:00  PM           Joyful Men  Parlor 
7:15  PM           Novena   Chapel 
7:30  PM           Adult Choir Parlor 
 
                          Thursday, January 21st 
8:00  AM          Mass   
9:00  AM          Altar Society  WR 
7:00  PM           RCIA  Parlor 
7:15  PM           Worship   Chapel 
7:30  PM           Healing Mass   Chapel 
 
                          Friday, January 22nd 
8:00  AM          Para-Liturgy  Chapel 
 
                          Saturday, January 23rd 
9:00  PM           1st Penance Retreat #1 
9:00  AM          Trenton Soup Kitchen  
4:00  PM           Reconciliation 
5:00  PM           Mass 
6:00  PM           Kof C Pizza Sales 
 
                          Sunday, January 24th 

Fellowship Sunday 
8:00 & 9:30 & 11:00AM  Mass 
9:00  AM          Kof C Pizza Sales 
11:00  AM        Family Mass 
1:00  PM           Baptisms 
7:00  PM           HS YG GS 

 
 BASKETBALLL FOR SENIOR MEN   
  We need half-court basketball players. 
  Pick-up  games are held every Monday and 
  Friday at the Evesham Township 
Recreational Facility in the Memorial Sports Complex ( the 
Blue Barn) on Tuckerton Road. If you are over 55 years of 
age we would love to have tou join us. If interested, please 
call Jerry Conner at 856-810-9268 or cell 215-620-1946. 

 

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTER SCHEDULE          
 Extraordinary Minister Schedule- January 17, 2010 
         North 2:    Deacon 
         Rooms:          Ann Bloss, Colleen Merrell  
         Care One:      Deacon          
         Rooms:           Debbie Hammond, Jack Kearns 
         Care One Assisted Living: Ceal Freeman 
 Extraordinary Minister Schedule- January 24, 2010 
         North 2:    Deacon 
         Rooms:          Jim and Phyllis Hessler 
         Care One:      Deacon          
         Rooms:          Carol Flan, Margaret Guellich 
         Care One Assisted Living: Bonnie Schuster 

 

Stewardship of Treasure 
 

Give and gifts will be given to you; a good measure, packed 
together, shaken down, and overflowing, will be poured into your 
lap.  For the measure with which you measure will in return be 
measured out to you. Luke 6:38 

WEEKLY COLLECTION 
                2008                                             2009 
December 28th-$21,931.16        December 27th-$12,426.16 
January 4th-$15,228.50              January 3rd-$12,080.50 
January 11th-$13,130.53            January 10th-11,835.572nd 
2nd Collection-$2,444.00            2nd Collection-$1,694.00 
There will be a second collection taken after distribution 
of Holy Communion at every Mass. 
Amounts do not include ParishPay which averages approximately 
$900 a week. 
When writing or changing your will, please consider remembering the 
Church of St. Isaac Jogues.  You may contact the Rectory at 797-
0999 for more information.         

End of Year Statements 
End of year statements are available upon request. 

If you would like to receive a copy, please call 
Kathleen at the Rectory @ 856-797-0999, ext. 101. 

If you gave at least one one-time donation of  
$250.00 or more during 2009 you will  

automatically receive a statement. 
 
 
 

Katie’s Krusaders 
-loving hands helping sick children. 

 

Katie's Krusaders was started by the family and friends of Katie Ann Duffin 
to raise the community's, and ultimately the nation's, awareness of the 
incidence of cancer in children.  They will raise funds that will help provide 
some financial as well as personal support for children with cancer, as well 
as other childhood diseases, and their families during this most difficult 
time.  This is being done in memory of our beloved Katie Ann Duffin, who 
gives witness to the struggle, the bravery, and the boundless love of these 
children. Please visit www.katieskrusaders.com for more information on this 
wonderful charity. 

Bowl-A-Thon March 6, 2010 
It's that time of year again!  The annual Bowl-A-Thon 

 will be held on  
Saturday March 6th.  From 11:00am-3:00pm at  

Laurel Lanes, Route 73, Maple Shade, NJ. 
Proceeds will support the Philadelphia Ronald McDonald House 

and the families staying there who are caring for seriously ill 
children. 

Come join us for a great time.  Lots of prizes, a DJ, and Special 
Apperances by:  "Ronald McDonald" and "Kapo's Gang" of the 
Mid-Atlantic Clown Association to help make the day a great 

success. 
A minimum of $40.00 in donations is required.  To register please 

call Shelly Valenti at (856) 985-5017. 



 
 

        A NOTE FROM SISTER CLARE 
    January 17, 2010 

                 
   For emergency closing  
     please remember to  
  consult KYW radio and TV. 
Our closing number is 2010.  
 
Classes will be January  31, Feb. 1, 2; 7, 8, 9,  and 21, 22, 
23.  Please note that on February 7th,  the 7th and 8th Grade 
classes will be rescheduled to Sunday, February 28th, 
because of Super Bowl Sunday.  There are no sessions 
this week in observance of Martin Luther King’s Birthday 
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 
 

First Penance Retreat I – Saturday, January 23, 2010, 9:00 
AM to Noon. 
 
General Catechists, Assistants and Volunteers Meeting – 
January 25, 2010, 7:30 to 9PM. 
A Presenter from the Diocesan Office will be our Guest 
Speaker – Chapel. 
 
Parents (only) Meeting with students in the 8th level – 
Confirmation Preparation, Cycle II 
February 22, 2010, 7:30 to 9:00 pm in the Chapel 
 
 
Parents, a reminder that all RF information 
is being sent to you via e-mail.  If you have 
not been receiving updates, please advise us.  
We want our parents to be informed of all 
that is going on at Religious Formation. We 
ask that you also advise us of any changes to 
your e-mail address. 
 
 
 

                       YOUTH GROUP NEWS 
 
  For all the latest news, sign up for e-
  mail updates by logging onto  
  sijyouth.org.  Follow us on Facebook:  
  search -St. Isaac’s Youth Ministry. 

 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

MONTHLY MASS is offered on the First Sunday of 
each month at 6:00 PM. Our next mass will be Feb 7, 
2010. Mark your calendars and Join us. 
 
Jan 17: Leadership Council Meeting 5:30 pm. 
 
Jan 17: HS Meeting:  “Service – Making a  
            Difference” 
 
Jan 23: Trenton Soup Kitchen Service Project.  We 
will be meeting in front of the gathering space at 9:50 
AM and depart for Trenton at 10 AM.  This 2 to 3 hour 
service project fulfills the traditional corporal works of 
mercy to feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty and 
clothe the naked. 

Jan 24: HS Meeting Gathering Space 7:00 pm Social - 
bring a friend and a snack to share. 
  
Jan 31: HS Meeting Gathering Space 7:00 pm  
 
Mark your Calendars:  
Feb 6-7: Kick Off: SOUPER BOWL OF CARING 
service project. Monthly Mass followed by Super Bowl 
Party 
 
 

Water Into Wine 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
I try to find time to read the newspaper every day. It is a good way to 
keep up with what is happening in the world around us. Have you ever 
thought about being a newspaper reporter when you grow up? Just 
think! If you were a sports reporter, you would get to go to all of the 
sports events. Not only that, you would get in free get paid for going! If 
you were a news reporter, you could just walk around town and see 
what was going on, then you would write a news story about it. 
 I thought it would be fun to take our Bible lesson today and 
re-write it as if I were a reporter writing an article in a daily newspaper. 
The story is actually from the gospel of John, but the word gospel 
means "good news," so let's imagine that we are reading an article from 
the "Daily Galilean" or perhaps "The Jerusalem Times." 
 Wow! Listen to this headline! "Wedding guest turns water 
into wine." 
Hmmm...That sounds interesting. Let's read the rest of the story! 
On Tuesday, a woman named Mary was in Cana to attend a wedding. 
A large number of guests, including her son, a man named Jesus, also 
attended the wedding. Guests at the wedding were reportedly having a 
good time until the host ran out of wine. At that point, it seemed that the 
happy celebration might turn into a disaster. 
 Some of the wedding guests thought that perhaps Jesus 
might have a solution to the problem, so they reported to him that they 
were out of wine. When told about the problem, Jesus at first seemed 
unwilling to do anything, but after some encouragement from his 
mother, he finally agreed to help. 
 Eye witnesses at the wedding reported that Jesus noticed 
several large water jars nearby and instructed some servants to fill 
them with water. After the jars had been filled with water, he told them 
to dip some of the water out of the jars and take it to the man who was 
in charge of serving the wine. When the wine steward tasted the water, 
he discovered that the water had been turned into wine. 
 Wedding guests were amazed at the turn of events and said 
that the wine was the best that they had ever tasted. 
 As a result of this miraculous event, many people are 
following Jesus everywhere he goes, and many believe that he might 
even be the long-awaited Messiah. 
 Well, that made a pretty good news story, didn't it? Do you 
know what is really great about this story? Just as Jesus performed a 
miracle by changing the water into wine at the wedding celebration two 
thousand years ago, he is still working miracles in the hearts and lives 
of people today. If you will let him, he will work a miracle in you. 
 
Dear Jesus, worker of miracles, work a miracle in us today. Amen. 


